
1. What Does It Mean to Be a 
Licensed and Insured 
Handyman?
A licensed handyman has met the 

standards set by the Arizona Registrar of 

Contractors, which often include passing 

exams, verifying experience and 

maintaining continuous professional 

development. Licensing ensures that your 

handyman knows local building codes, 

safety regulations and the best practices 

for their workmanship.

2. Why This Matters for 
Arizona Homeowners
Arizona's harsh desert climate, monsoon 

seasons and unique housing construction 

present a specific set of challenges for 

home maintenance.  If a handyman 

doesn't know how to work within these 

conditions and damages your property 

while trying something risky, you could be 

stuck footing the bill.

3. Benefits of Hiring a 
Licensed and Insured 
Handyman
There's a reason professional handymen 

go through the trouble of getting licensed 

and insured. It's a commitment to doing 

things the right way, and that 

commitment directly benefits you. You 

also have the peace of mind that your 

handyman's experience has been verified 

to get licensed with the Arizona Registrar 

of Contractors. This translates into better, 

faster and safer work in your home.

4. The Risks of Choosing an 
Unlicensed or Uninsured 
Handyman
Using an unqualified handyman can leave 

you with costly issues to resolve. A 

common one would be code violations 

from an unlicensed handyman who did 

not pull permits or follow local regulations. 

If the work done on your house was not 

permitted work or doesn't meet code, you 

might have to tear it down or redo it and 

pay all over again.

5. Arizona-Specific 
Licensing Considerations
In Arizona, handymen can legally perform 

certain tasks without a contractor's 

license as long as each job stays under 

$1,000 and doesn't involve structural, 

electrical or plumbing work. But here's the 

problem: many jobs that start small can 

quickly grow in complexity or cost. This is 

why starting with a licensed professional 

from the beginning is safer, even for 

smaller tasks.

6. What to Ask Before Hiring 
a Handyman in Arizona
Here are five essential things you should 

verify before you sign on the dotted line 

with any local handyman service: Are you 

currently licensed in Arizona? Do you carry 

general liability insurance? Does workers' 

compensation insurance cover you? Can 

you provide references or examples of 

past work? Will you obtain any necessary 

permits for this job?

7. When Licensing and 
Insurance Make the 
Biggest Difference
Licensing and insurance matter most on 

projects that carry higher risk or require 

specialized skills. Electrical repairs, such as 

installing lighting, ceiling fans or rewiring 

outlets, can be dangerous if done 

incorrectly. A licensed handyman ensures 

the work meets safety codes, while 

insurance protects you in case of 

accidents or damage.

8. Peace of Mind Is Worth 
the Price
While a licensed and insured handyman 

might charge a little more upfront than 

someone operating under the table, the 

cost difference is often marginal, and the 

long-term value is undeniable. A 

reputable handyman backs up their skills 

with credentials. They provide a 

professional service that protects your 

home, wallet and future repairs from 

unnecessary risks.

9. Credentials are Key 
When Hiring a Handyman
Whether prepping your home for resale, 

tackling overdue repairs or simply getting 

ahead of seasonal maintenance, working 

with a qualified professional makes the 

entire experience smoother and safer. 

Don't gamble with your home. Choose 

peace of mind. Choose licensed 


and insured.
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